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A SURVEY OF DENTAL ASSISTING CURRICULA IN THE CALIFORNIA 
JUNIOR COLLEGES, PRELIMINARY DRAFT. 

CALIFORNIA STATE DEPT. OF EDUCATION, SACRAMENTO 

PUB DATE 66 

EDRS PRICE MF-$0,25 HC-$1,88 47P , 



DESCRIPTORS- JUNIOR COLLEGES , ^CURRICULUM DEVELOPMENT , 
♦VOCATIONAL EDUCATION, ♦DENTAL ASSISTANTS, ♦TECHNICAL 
EDUCATION, CALIFORNIA, SACRAMENTO 



IN ORDER TO PROVIDE DATA FOR CONSTRUCTING A MODEL DENTAL 
ASSISTANT TRAINING PROGRAM, 22 OF THE 26 PROGRAMS IN 
CALIFORNIA JUNIOR COLLEGES WERE REPORTED, TRENDS NOTED 
INCLUDE AN INCREASE TO A FOUR-SEMESTER PROGRAM, WITH 
increasing emphasis in THE FIRST SEMESTER ON ETHICS, 



PROFESSIONAL ORGANIZATION , 
AVERAGe. ••“.•s. ALLOTMENT WAS 



GROOMING, AND TERMINOLOGY, 
I , “trc STUDENT , I 



THE 

NCLUUING 



179 hours in BIOLOGICAL SCIENCE, 221 IN PHYSICAL SCIENCES 
(INCLUDING ROENTGENOLOGY) , 181 IN CHAIRSIDE PROCEDURES, 224 
IP SUPERVISED FIELD EXPERIENCE, AND 271 IN DENTAL LABORATORY 
AND OFFICE PRACTICE, A WIDE VARIATION IN GENERAL EDUCATION 
PRACTICES WAS NOTED WITH AN AVERAGE OF 479 HOURS PER STUDENT 
IN ENGLISH, SPEECH, HUMANITIES, TYPING, SOCIAL SCIENCES, AND 
OTHER COURSES, IT IS RECOMMENDED (1) THAT THE THIRD SEMESTER 
BE IN A DENTAL SCHOOL, CLINIC, OR HOSPITAL, (2) THAT THE 
FOURTH BE IN PRIVATE OFFICES, (3) THAT THERE Ot AN 
ORIENTATION OF STUDENTS AND DENTISTS PRIOR TO CLINICAL 
EXPERIENCE, AND (4) THAT THERE BE ONE SUPERVISOR FOR EACH SIX 
STUDENTS, A MODEL PROGRAM OUTLINE IS PRESENTED, (WO) 
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How may a desirable amount of standardization, be achieved without 
inhibiting individual school experimentation toward superior pro- 
grams ? 
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Field C: 



The 3 umor college dental assistant instructors in California spent 221 of their 
1, 124 Jtructional hours (or roughly 20 percent) teaching pertinent elements 
of the Physical Sciences to their students. Somewhat over half of this time -- 
126 hours -- was spent on Roentgenology, with 33 hours in the classroom and 
93 hours in the laboratory. 
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The dental laboratory procedures required 146 hours of lecture, laboratory 
work, and field trips. The assistant's role in Denture Construction and Repair 
was presented in 52 hours with 36 oi these hours being spent in the laboratory 
and two on field trips. 
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TREND: A future increase in English, Typing, Speech, and Psychology. 
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Topic 4. Growth of the Dental Health Team 

a. The dentist 

b. Paradental personnel 
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Topic 4. Business Management 
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Topic 2, Histology 

a. Tissues of supporting structures 

b. Tissues of the tooth 




Topic 2. Classification of Drugs 

a. Source of information 

b. Sources of drugs 
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Unit E. Supplies and Inventory 




. . . 

w rt ^ .0 



0 ) 



i-H 

o 

o 

O 



tuo 

G 

♦H 

t>i Q) 
Jh TJ 



O 

0 ) 

> 



U 

o 



tuo 

G 

0 ) 

TJ 



0 ) 

o 

05 

0 ) 

G 

TJ 
tuo C 
C 05 

•H 

> Jh 

•H *H 

0 ) 05 

o a 
0 ) 0 ) 
pel 



05 42 O TJ 



tH 


(N 


j 


0 


•^1 

a 


•H 

a 


0 


0 


H 


Eh 



CO 



ADIVm\IISTe:iAT)Oi\l 



Objectives: To acquire basic knowledge and develop skill in application 

of radiology in the dental office. 
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Objectives: T. adequately prepare the dental assisting students to 

efficiently assist the dentist in all phases of dental pro- 
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Topic 6. Instrument and Supply Cabineit 

a. How to arrange instrumetnts in cabinet 

b. How to care for and maintain cabinet 
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Unit D. Preparation and Uses of Dental Waxes 




Unit G. Identification of Artificial Dental Prostheses 
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